
Staff Analysis for Declaratory Statement Request DS2016-083 
  
Issue: Petitioner Paul A. Zilio, PE of Bliss & NyiTray, Inc. seeks a clarification with 
regard to the application of the live loads as depicted in Table 1607.1 of the 5th Edition 
(2014) Florida Building Code, Building to the project in question.  
Question:  Is the live load 40psf for the hotel upper level corridor that serves only 
private rooms but also serves as exit access from each room to the exit (stairways)?  

  
 Background: 
 
Situation: 
 
The Petitioner is currently starting design of a 5-story hotel in Miami. The elevated floors 
have private hotel rooms on each side of a central corridor. There is an elevator in the 
middle and exit stairways at each end.  
 
5th Edition (2014) Florida Building Code, Building 
Chapter 2 –Definitions 
 

Corridor: An enclosed exit access component that defines and provides a path of 
egress travel.  
 
Exit: That portion of a means of egress system between the exit access and the exit 
discharge or public way. Exit components include exterior exit doors at the level of 
exit discharge, interior exit stairways, interior exit ramps, exit passageways, exterior 
exit stairways and exterior exit ramps and horizontal exits.  
 
Exit Access: That portion of a means of egress system that leads from an occupied 
portion of a building or structure to an exit.  

 

Means of Egress: A continuous and unobstructed path of vertical and horizontal 
egress travel from any occupied portion of a building or structure to a public way. A 
means of egress consists of three separate and distinct parts: the exit access, the 
exit and the exit discharge. 2.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Chapter 16 – Structural Design  

 
 

 



 
  
Staff analysis: 
  
Question: Is the live load 40psf for the hotel upper level corridor that serves only 
private rooms but also serves as exit access from each room to the exit (stairways)?  
 
Answer: 

 Option #1/Petitioner:  Petitioner respectfully believes the answer to the 
question outlined above is “YES”. Clearly the live load for corridors serving private 
hotel rooms is 40psf. While the live load for Stairs and Exits is 100psf, the corridor is, 
by definition, an exit access component. Further, corridor meets the definition of exit 
access (1st part of means of egress), not exit (stairway) (2nd part of means of 



egress). If the answer is “NO”, then it seems the 40psf live load for hotel corridors 
serving private rooms is never applicable.  

A change to 100psf would add significant construction cost to this hotel. 
  

Option #2/Staff:  Yes.  As per Table 1607.1 (Item 25) of the 5th Edition (2014) 
Florida Building Code, Building, the live load for the corridor in question is 40psf. 

  
 


